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EDITORIAL 
Since the Society was formed in Lichfield in 1959 it has published several papers on the 

history and topography of the city and cathedral. The only paper or lecture of the Society 
which induced the Lichfield Mercury to report it on its front page — with banner 
headlines — was a Lichfield paper, 'The Origins of Lichfield', in which the author, 
Christopher Taylor, put forward the suggestion, now generally accepted, that the town of 
Lichfield was not of ancient origin but a medieval 'new town' . 

This volume is devoted to papers on early Lichfield and they report on research which 
has been carried out recently on the archaeology and history of the city and cathedral. 
They are important papers which we believe will be quoted locally and nationally for a 
long time. 

When Martin Carver, Director of the Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit, 
heard that the Society had proposed to publish other papers on Lichfield with tnat of his 
own and other members of his Unit, he suggested to us that we should publish an extended 
volume on Lichfield on the lines of his successful volume on Worcester, published in 1980 
by the Worcestershire Archaeological Society. We are very grateful to Martin Carver 
for his suggestion, for his plan for the composition of the volume and for the 
large amount of work which he has done in preparing the papers of his Unit. The extent 
of the research and archaeological work done in Lichfield is much less than in Worcester, 
but this volume is a scholarly and up-to-date contribution to its archaeology and history. 
The papers show that much more research still needs to be done, particularly on the 
documentary evidence. 

Lichfield offers a quarry to researchers with a wide range of interests with the prospect of 
important and rewarding finds. 
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I THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF EARLY L I C H F I E L D : AN INVENTORY 
AND SOME RECENT RESULTS 

M. O. H. CARVER 

In 1976, Jim Gould, in the latest of a distinguished series of contributions to the archaeology 
and history of Lichfield, gave a brief account of the archaeology of the city and an 
assessment of how it might be affected by impending redevelopments. 1 Now, some five 
years later, much of the forecast redevelopment and some of the recommended 
archaeological investigations have taken place, albeit on a modest scale. Excavations and 
observations have been made at St. Michael's and St. Mary 's churches, 2 within the 
12th-century 'new town' at Wade Street, 3 in the park by Sandford Street, 4 and south of 
the Cathedral itself, on the site of the former Theological College. 5 Some of this work 
has endorsed the conclusions of earlier students of the city, 6 while other results break 
new ground and offer new potential. The time has therefore come for a critical reassessment 
of the evidence gathered to date, and an estimate of the value of the archaeological deposits 
that remain to us. The purpose of this paper is firstly to provide a catalogue of archaeological 
data relating to Lichfield, such as has been offered for other historic West Midland towns , 7 

and secondly to present a revised synthesis and model in the light of the new evidence. 

The modern city of Lichfield has an agreeably open and ornamental appearance which 
betrays little of its natural topography. The broad expanse of the Minster and Stowe Pools 
separates the Cathedral Close, St. Chad ' s church at Stowe, the grid of streets surrounding 
the market and the churchyard at St. Michael's on its promontory of Greenhill, all appearing 
as so many distinct elements of a dispersed settlement for whose evolution we now have 
a bare framework. Thorpe had already sugested that the unexploited site consisted of a 
gentle, open valley with a marsh-bordered stream (the Curborough Brook) formed by the 
confluence of two other brooks (the Leomansley and Trunkfield Brooks) . 8 These streams 
were liable to small-scale alterations in conformation, capable of forming islands, as for 
example at Stowe 9 , and of depositing alluvium along a litoral some 50 metres across. This 
tributary of the Trent (fig. 1) varied through time both in its depth and mobil i ty , 1 0 and 
it would be unwise to assume in this case, or for other West Midlands streams such as the 
Sowe and the Tame, that they were never navigable." The depth of peat encountered 
in the confluence area implies that the streams may have ponded at some stage before their 
systematic impounding. The analysis of columns drawn from these peat deposits can not 

1. Gould 1976c. 
2. Wilson, this vol. ch. V. Catalogue 1.20. The Catalogue is at pp. 5-7. 
3. Hummler, this vol. ch. VI. Catalogue 1.19. 
4. Catalogue 1.22. 
5. Carver, this vol. ch. IV. Catalogue 1.18. 
6. Thorpe 1954; Taylor 1969; Gould 1976c. 
7. See M.O.H. Carver, 'Early Shrewsbury: an archaeological definition in 1975', Trans, of Shropshire 

Archaeol. Soc. 59 (1974), 225-263; and 'The site and settlements at Worcester', Trans, of the Worcestershire 
Archaeol. Soc. 3S 7 (1980), 15-30. 

8. Thorpe 1954 and MSS. notes in the care of the Dept. of Geography, University of Birmingham. 
9. Suggested in Taylor 1969, fig. 1. 

10. See Catalogue 1.10, 1.12 and 1.22. 
11. B u t s e e D . Hill, An Atlas of Anglo-Saxon England (1981), 11. 
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II THE PREHISTORY OF THE LICHFIELD AREA 
M. A. H O D D E R 

This paper reviews the evidence for human activity, from the Mesolithic to the Iron Age, in 
the area bounded on the north and east by the valleys of the rivers Trent and Tame 
respectively, and on the south and west by the edges of National Grid square SK (fig. 1). 
No such review has previously been attempted for the whole of this area. Gunstone complied 
gazetteers for the whole of Staffordshire, with brief comments , including all prehistoric 
sites and finds (1964) and barrows (1965). Within the Lichfield area, Meeson (1979) 
discussed some aspects of the prehistory of the Lichfield-Tamworth area, Gould (1976, 9) 
listed and commented on the finds of prehistoric objects from the city of Lichfield, and 
Smith (1977; 1980) made a detailed study of part of the Tame Valley. Vine (1981) has 
collated much of the evidence for the Neolithic and Bronze Age in the area, but has excluded 
most of the flints. 

The evidence available from the Lichfield area as defined above is influenced by both 
the physical characteristics of the area and present land-use, and taking these into account 
it can be divided into an 'upland zone ' and a 'lowland zone ' by the 400 ft. (c. 122m) 
contour line. The upland zone rises to 795 ft. OD (c. 242m) at Castle Ring on Cannock 
Chase, and its solid geology consists of Coal Measures and Bunter Pebble Beds. The 
southern part of this zone includes Aldridge and Brownhills on the northern edge of the 
Birmingham conurbation, and is the most densely built-up part of the Lichfield area. 
Much of Cannock Chase is open to public access and consists predominantly of 
heathland and Forestry Commission plantations, but coal-mining has taken place on the 
southern edge and on the northern edge near Rugeley. The lowland zone includes the 
valley floors and gravel terraces of the Tame and Trent and an undulating landscape 
on Keuper Marl and Keuper Sandstone around Lichfield itself. Land-use is mainly 
agricultural, and the only significant built-up area is the city of Lichfield. 

Since crop-marks were first observed from the air on the Trent and Tame gravels, 
air reconaissance has been concentrated in these areas, and the density of sites so revealed 
together with the threat of their destruction posed by gravel extraction led to the excavations 
of Miles (1969) and the survey and excavations of Smith (1976; 1977; 1979; 1980). The 
remainder of the lowland zone does not normally produce crop-marks of such quantity 
and quality as on the gravels. There have been no surveys and excavations have been 
confined to Lichfield and Wall, neither of which was undertaken with the intention of 
investigating prehistoric activity. In the upland zone no survey work has been done by 
archaeologists but the presence of coal measures resulted in an intensive geological survey 
in the course of which several 'burnt mounds ' were located. 

The lack of systematic archaeological survey in most of the Lichfield area is reflected 
by the poor representation of the Mesolithic, since microliths are unlikely to be found in 
quantity other than in excavation or through systematic surface collection. There are chance 
finds of individual struck flints and a pebble 'macehead' of possible Mesolithic date but 
only two assemblages (fig. 2). At Bower Farm, near Rugeley, excavation in 1979 of a cave 
or rock shelter near the river Trent produced over 250 struck flints including flakes and 
tools of later Mesolithic type associated with blackened sand and burnt pebbles. The high 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



Fig. 1 The Lichfield area: Definition 
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THE PREHISTORY OF THE LICHFIELD A R E A 15 

tool/f lake ratio and the absence of evidence for organized occupation led to the inter
pretation of the site as a seasonal hunting-camp (Hilton 1979). At Court Bank Covert 
in the southern part of Cannock Chase surface collection from c. 0.5 ha produced about 
600 struck flints including tools, cores and flakes (Cantrill and Cockin 1917). 

Similar problems of site location apply to the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age. Three 
probable settlement sites are known in the Lichfield area, all of which are later Neolithic. 
At Fisherwick (Miles 1969), crop-marks were shown by excavation to be of Romano-
British date but Neolithic features not visible from the air were also found. These con
sisted of a pit containing three sherds of a vessel of Peterborough type, and a possible 
rectangular hut and shallow irregular scoops, none of which produced any dating evidence 
but were distinguished by their leached fill from Romano-British features. Worked flints 
of Neolithic type were found in the plough-soil. At Lichfield and Wall objects of late 
Neolithic date were found in excavations but there were no associated features. The 
assemblage from Lichfield Theological College includes worked flints and pottery in the 
Peterborough tradition, and at Wall large quantities of flints, including waste flakes and 
tools of later Neolithic type, were found residually in Roman contexts (Gould 1968, 10; 
Thomas 1971). 

Other sites of probable Neolithic date have been located from the air as crop-marks, 
but since none has been excavated the dating is from morphology alone. At Alrewas 
and Mavesyn Ridware there are crop-marks of possible causewayed enclosures (Wilson 
1975, 180; Palmer 1976, 161, 180, 184). The two sites are closely comparable in terms 
of size, form and situation. Each has three close-set ditch circuits, and the maximum 
and minimum areas are 4.15 and 3.8 ha at Alrewas and 4.15 and 3.15 ha at Mavesyn 
Ridware. The sites belong to a group of causewayed enclosures identified on river terraces, 
contrasting in location with those in elevated positions in southern England, but a detailed 
analysis has shown that the two groups are closely comparable in size and form, suggesting 
that they are of similar date and served similar functions (Palmer 1976). Field-walking 
at the Alrewas and Mavesym Ridware sites yielded no finds (ibid. 184). Also near Alrewas 
two possible 'Woodhenge ' type sites have been identified from the air, each consisting of 
pits, interpreted as post-holes, arranged in concentric circles (Vine 1981, 193). 

Probable round barrows in the Lichfield area survive as earthworks or have been 
identified from the air as crop-marks of 'ring-ditch' type. The dating of both types is 
problematic since none of the latter and only one of the former has been excavated. This 
is Borrowcop Hill in Lichfield where excavations by Erasmus Darwin located burnt bones 
under the mound (Anon 1819). The date of the excavation is not known; Erasmus Darwin 
left Lichfield about 1781. 

The mounds previously identified as ' tumuli ' in the area include natural mounds at 
Hints (three mounds) (Gunstone 1965, 39) and Rugeley (four mounds) (ibid. 46) and a 
probable windmill mound at Aldridge (ibid. 29). The only sites which are likely to be 
barrows are Offlow near Lichfield (ibid. 48), Catshill near Brownhills (two mounds) 
(ibid. 46), and Knaves Castle near Brownhills (ibid. 45). Of these, the sites at Catshill 
and Knaves Castle are built over and Offlow is virtually levelled by ploughing. The 
distribution of ring-ditches is, like that of all crop-mark sites, biased towards the gravels. 
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III PRE-CONQUEST LICHFIELD 1 0 

ROBIN STUDD 

In the 12th century the great Anglo-Norman chronicler-historian, William of Malmesbury, 
described Lichfield as 'a small village in Staffordshire far from the habitations of m e n ' . 2 

He was seeking to explain the reasons for moving the see from Lichfield to Chester during 
the archiepiscopate of Lanfranc and, even if one allows for the fact that he may never have 
visited the place in person, his description is most informative. It is clear, from what he 
wrote, that Lichfield was, and always has been, primarily an ecclesiastical settlement. 
There was no town and his 'village in Staffordshire' was presumably situated to the north 
of the pools adjacent to the Cathedral . Lichfield, in the Anglo-Saxon period, was a Christian 
site, and a site of some importance at least in the eyes of the Mercians and those who 
dwelt in these parts of Midland England. The earliest origins of Lichfield are, therefore, 
seemingly inextricably bound up with the beginnings of Christianity in this area. 

Christianity came to Mercia in the 7th century as to most of the other English kingdoms. 
But it is highly probable that Lichfield and its region had already witnessed a measure 
of Christian activity before the coming of Chad and the fixing of a see for the 
bishop of the Mercians. 3 Archaeological evidence suggests that there were Christians 
in the vicinity in the late Roman period. Objects of a clearly Christian association datable 
to the 4th century have been found at Tripontium and Viroconium as well as at Biddulph 
in the far north of the county . 4 Closer still, at Letocetum (Wall), what is said to have been 
a stone with an 'inscribed cross ' was excavated in 1912 and a small bronze bowl with the 
Chi-Rho monogram was discovered ten years later. 5 Both these objects have been lost; 
their present whereabouts is unknown so that further verification is not now possible. 
But other evidence points to the same conclusion, the early, if not continuous, association 
of the region with Christianity. 

The place-names Eccleshall and Exhall have been shown, like others incorporating 
derivatives of the primitive Welsh egles, dating from the pagan period of Mercian 
history, to be settlements of Celtic Britons with a church. 6 These Britons, Celtic peoples, 

1. This paper was first presented at a symposium arranged by The St. Mary's Project Committee and the South 
Staffordshire Archaeological and Historical Society, which was held at Lichfield on 1 July 1979, to launch the 
Lichfield Heritage Centre. 

2. William of Malmesbury, De Gestis Pontificum Anglorum, ed. N.E.S .A. Hamilton (Rolls Series, 1870), 307. 
3. J. Gould, 'Letocetum, Christianity and Lichfield (Staffs.)', TSSAHS 15 (1972-3), 30-1. 
4. From Tripontium we have a late-Roman bronze buckle depicting the tree of life, immortal birds in the form of 

peacocks and swastikas. (S. C. Hawkes, 'Late Roman Buckle from Tripontium', TBWAS 85 (1973), 145-59). 
Inhumations at Wroxeter and a lead tablet, once in the Pump Room, Bath, referring to the Arian Christian 
heresy indicate a Christian presence at Viroconium. (W. D. G. Fletcher, 'Christian Letter from Uriconium', 
Trans, of Shropshire Archaeol. Soc. 3rd ser., 5 (1905), 1-2). A silver spoon with the Chi-Rho monogram between 
Alpha and Omega was found at Biddulph (K. S. Painter, 'Roman Spoon from Biddulph, Staffs.", Ant J. 
51 (1971), 323). 

5. C. Lynam, 'Excavations at Wall', TNSFC, 49 (1915), 139, 142; 'Open Meeting, Wednesday, Jan. 23, 
1924', TBWAS 50 (1924), 50 and plate XIII. 

6. K. Cameron, 'Eccles in English Place Names', Christianity in Britain, 300-700, ed. M. W. Barley and 
R. P. C. Hanson (1968), 87-92. 
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PRE-CONQUEST LICHFIELD 25 

speaking a form of primitive Welsh, are known from other place-name evidence to have 
been settled throughout the area at the time of the Anglian penetration of the Midlands 
in the mid-6th century. There are at least five places called Walton in the county or upper 
Trent valley as well as a Walsall indicating communities of Welsh speakers and the names 
Comberford, Leomansley, Hints, Brewood and Lichfield each contain elements indicating 
Welsh settlement. Indeed the name Lichfield, the most argued over and, in many ways, the 
most tantalizing name in Staffordshire, appears to include a borrowing from the primitive 
Welsh luitged, indicating, as before, the presence of a Welsh community in the vicinity 
in a period after the first arrival of Anglian settlers. 7 

The religion practised by these Welshmen was the Celtic form of Christianity which was 
probably introduced into Britain in the 3rd and 4th centuries by missionaries sent from 
Gaul; it differed in many forms from that introduced into England by St. Augustine 
and his followers at the end of the 6th century. There were technical differences over 
the dating of Easter and the shape of the tonsure but, more important , Celtic Christianity 
was a tribally based religion in Britain, and advocated a type of monasticism, eremetical 
in character, derived from that followed in the Egyptian deserts by the earliest Christian 
monks . This had gained general favour in time and had percolated through Gaul into Britain 
by late 4th century. It was an extremely austere form of monasticism, often involving great 
physical deprivation, long fasts, prolonged immersion in cold water, self-imposed exile and 
missionary work in the remotest part of eastern and northern Europe. The most celebrated 
of these Celtic monasteries established in Britain was that set up in the year 563 by 
Columbia on the island of Iona, for this monastery became the centre of Celtic missionary 
endeavour in mainland Britain. But the largest Celtic monastery on the British mainland, 
until its destruction in 616, was that at Bangor Iscoed on the frontiers of Mercia and 
Powys which Bede described as a house of more than two thousand monks . 8 

Such a monastery, if not on such a scale, may have existed at or near Lichfield in the 
7th century according to a group of 9th century Welsh poems . 9 These poems, based on 
earlier oral tradition, are known as the Cynddylan poems because they celebrate the deeds 
of a 7th century prince of Powys of that name who was active in the 640s and 650s . 1 0 They 
are significant from our point of view because they contain references to a raid made on a 
Caer Lwytcoed which has been identified as Lichfield and its district and because they 
allude to monks there. The date of this raid and its circumstances are somewhat conjectural, 
but it probably took place between A .D . 650 and 655 after attempts by King Penda to 
establish a marcher subkingdom of the western Hecani in what is now Shropshire, or 
else in 655 after the Northumbrians had expelled a local British chieftain called Morfael 
from the vicinity of Lichfield." The precise historical details of these events are of small 

7. M. Gelling, Signposts to the Past (1978), 88-105. 
8. For a discussion of the nature of Celtic monasticism see, for instance, H. Mayr-Harting, The Coming 

of Christianity to Anglo-Saxon England (1972), 78-93, and for Bede's description of Bangor, Bede's 
Ecclesiastical History of the English People, ed. B. Colgraveand R. A. B. Mynors (1969), 138-43. 

9. J. Gould, 'Letocetum: The Name of the Roman Settlement at Wall, Staffs.' , TSSAHS 5 (1962-3), 51-4. 
10. On whom see I. Williams, 'Poems of Llywarch Hen', Proc. of Brit. Academy, XVIII (1932), 296; K. H. 

Jackson, 'Northern British Section in Nennius', Celt and Saxon, ed. N. K. Chadwick (1963), 39; 
H. P. R. Finberg, Lucerna (1964), 79-80. 

11. ibid. 70, et seq. 
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IV EXCAVATIONS SOUTH OF LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL, 1976-77 

M. O. H . CARVER 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SUMMARY 

A profile c. 60 metres long through strata immediately south of Lichfield Cathedral, gave 
notice of a sequence of activity commencing in the Neolithic period. The Minster Pool was 
formerly a natural stream, pond or marsh. Structures and a cemetery were established 
beside it in the middle and/or late-Saxon period. The area was reorganized in the 12th 
century as a garden bordering an embanked vivarium. There was no trace of a defensive 
wall. Water was piped beneath the 13th-century garden in a lead pipe clad in clay. In the 
14th century, the area was settled by residents digging rubbish and cesspits. In the 15th 
century the area was reconverted into an ornamental garden with a decorated 'garden-house' 
and latrine. However by the Dissolution the latter had been demolished. The garden was 
expanded southwards at the expense of the Minster Pool during the 19th and 20th centuries, 
when a number of main drains and sewers were also laid. 

The sequence is presented in the form of annotated sections with commentaries, and 
brief descriptive notes on the earlier material are provided in a digest of evidence. The full 
records are to be held in archive at Stoke-on-Trent Museum. 

INTRODUCTION 

Few sites in the West Midlands are more attractive to Anglo-Saxon archaeology than 
Lichfield Cathedral Close: it is likely to be the burial-place of St. Chad in A .D . 672, the site 
of Headda ' s cathedral constructed in c. A .D . 700, and the seat of a metropolitan arch
bishop whose diocese stretched from the Thames to the Humber until A .D . 803. And yet 
it has been little explored (see Chap . I above) and no systematic evaluation of its 
archaeological content has been attempted. The proposed reconstruction of the former 
Theological College, which lay immediately due south of Lichfield Cathedral , therefore 
offered a valuable opportunity to assess the deposit with a view to its protection and 
exploitation for research purposes in the long term. The archaeological work was 
commissioned by the Department of the Environment, and the strategy adopted was 
to follow as nearly as possible the line of disturbance proposed by the developer, 
expanding into unthreatened strata only where the nature of the deposit was unrecognizable. 

Two seasons were undertaken. In the winter of 1976, a week-end expedition tested 
deposits beneath the Principal 's House and its garden (Cuttings C I , C2, D, D3, D2; figs. 1 
and 2).This showed that within the area expecting development, the undisturbed deposits 
lay between the College and the Minster Pool , where a main isewer was to be laid. It was 
decided to characterize the deposits by digging the proposed sewer trench archaeologically, 
work which was carried out in the summer of 1977. The cutting was extended at only one 
point, where it crossed the foundations of a late-medieval wash-house or pavilion (E3). 
Otherwise, the results are derived entirely from a cutting one metre wide. Clearly this 
represents a sample which is totally inadequate for almost all the structural periods 
represented. Nearly all contexts, and therefore all assemblages, were incomplete. 
Seriation of assemblages being invalid, it was impossible to distinguish, with certainty, 
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primary from secondary deposits. Similarly, pottery groups were generally too small to 
establish a medieval typology. Nevertheless, full stratigraphic analysis and pottery sedation 
were completed, used to create the sequence of interpreted events (Tables 1-3), and are now 
held in archive. The excavation was thus intended to assess the quantity and quality of 
deposits, without however expecting to read historical activity from them. 

In the event, however, the sequence given by the cuttings was remarkably consistent 
and suggestive, and a full interpretation has been attempted (figs. 3-6; Tables 1-3). 
Each part of the long section is accompanied by a commentary (associated with the relevant 
figure in each case). This commentary takes the form of a Table which shows all the 
events interpreted from the full sequence. Three important phases are then presented 
in plan (figs. 7-8), and the report concludes with summaries of the information that is 
held in Archive (Digest of Evidence pp . 39-50). 
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carried out by members of Birmingham University Archaeology Society; and the 1977 
excavations by West Midlands Archaeology Unit, now Birmingham University Field 
Archaeology Unit. I am particularly grateful to Nigel Baker and Cameron Moffat for their 
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RESULTS A N D INTERPRETATION 

— The Sequence 

The area south of Lichfield Cathedral formerly dropped gently southwards towards a wide 
stream, pond or marsh (see pp. 1-4). The earliest ground surface found was a light sandy 
subsoil developed over sandstone bedrock (layer 236 in Cutting E), in which there were traces 
of neolithic activity (see below, p.37). The shore line, marked in Cutting F by a scatter of 
stones, is some 25 m north of the present pool bank; and the water is now impounded 
to give a surface some 4 m higher than that of the Neolithic period. The few early 
water-laid deposits that were reached (275) appear to be alluvial with flecks of charcoal. 

The pool bank was improved and reconstructed several times in the same place (Cutting F) 
until the 16th century. At this time, there began a process in which the usable ground 
surface was extended some 25 m southwards by dumping into the water (Cutting E, 
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TABLE 1: LICHFIELD EXCAVATIONS 1977 CONCORDANCE OF EVENTS 

Archaeological C C D D E 
Period D a t e 1 2 1 3 

1977 Principal's House G A R D E N 

Q (10) Levelling and 

drainage 

1 7 t h C Construction of Stonewall 

vaults — F 1 8 

® (9) Demolition of 

garden house 

(8) Erection of 

garden house 

© 'Urban'pit 
® A. . 

Pit digging 
d i g g i n g © Cultivation/ 

garden 

(5) Cultivation/ 
(4) Norman _ 

(4) garden 

Late Inhumation Inhumation (3) Inhumation 

Saxon cemetery cemetery cemetery 

British/ 

Q- S a x o n (2) Buildings 
5.9th 

centuries 

^ ® Neolithic 
0 Neolithic 

occupation 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



EXCAVATIONS SOUTH OF LICHFIELD C A T H E D R A L 53 

F 
Documented event 

@ Expan- 1873: Theological College established in old buildings 

( f ^ sion of 

(JO) garden 1822: Site leased to Wm. Mott (for 10,000 years) 

® Debris 
c. 1662: Banquetting Hall established by Bishop Hackett 

_ into pool 

(D New pool 
1548: Dissolution of New College 

revetment 

Debris 1468: Additions to New College: bakehouse and brewhouse 

into pool 1411: Foundation of New College 
f 

© 
I 

(6) New pool 

revetment 

© 
„ 1126: Arrival of Roger de Clinton and foundation of new town 
(4) Pool 

— 1150 
revetment 

© 

822: Establishment of community of 19 Canons 

803: Bishopric discontinued 

(2) Bank to 
700: Headda's Cathedral constructed 

m a r S h ° r 672: Death of St. Chad 
sti~6cim 

669: Lichfield chosen as seat of Bishop 

® Bank to 

marsh or 

stream 
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V INVESTIGATIONS IN ST. MICHAEL'S AND ST. MARY'S 
CHURCHES, LICHFIELD 

P . R. WILSON 

I N T R O D U C T I O N A N D SUMMARY O F RESULTS 

St. Michael 's church stands on Greenhill to the south-east of Lichfield town. It is notable 
for its large cemetery, which has been suggested as an early if not the earliest feature of 
the Lichfield ecclesiastical complex (Gould and Gould, 1975). In 1978, a small area was 
excavated at the south-east corner of the church in advance of a building project. 
The earliest finds were five flints of Mesolithic date, none of which were, however, 
in a primary context. The earliest feature was a single undated post-pit, with no associated 
structure or material. It was succeeded by an orientated (Christian) cemetery which offered 
no independent dating. The burial sequence was sealed in turn by a series of post-medieval 
features, some probably relating to building work on the site, and others forming part 
of the church's drainage system. 

St. Mary 's church, by contrast, lies in the centre of the 12th-century Lichfield new town, 
and its parish was probably extracted from that of St. Michael 's (Taylor, 1969). Renovations 
in 1979 gave the opportunity for the testing of strata by means of a trial trench dug 
on behalf of the architects. The deposit contained three inhumations. 

The exploratory work at both churches therefore indicates some archaeological 
survival, and excavations of adequate size could be expected to yield existence of 
settlement and exploitation of the hill and valley before the implementation of the 
12th-century town. 

EXCAVATIONS AT ST. M I C H A E L ' S , 1978 
BACKGROUND 

The graveyard and church of St. Michael 's (N.G.R. SK124095) are both believed 
to be early foundations, and it has been suggested that St. Michael 's may occupy 
the site of a late Roman/ear ly Christian cemetery (Gould and Gould, 1975). The present 
church, the result of much rebuilding and restoration, is basically a 19th-century structure, 
although the tower is Perpendicular in style (Pevsner, 1974, 190). The importance of the 
large graveyard of St. Michael 's , 2.8 hectares (7 acres) in extent, has long been known 
and it, together with the graveyard of St. Chad ' s , received most of the burials from the 
urban parish of St. Mary 's , as is demonstated in the St. Mary 's parish registers (LJRO 
D20 /1 /1 ff.). 

The only other archaeological investigation of St. Michael 's to date, took the form of 
a trench dug across the churchyard boundary in 1974 by J. Gould (Gould and Gould, 1975), 
(fig. 1). 
CIRCUMSTANCES 

Early in 1978 it was proposed to add a new vestry on to the existing one, which itself 
dates from 1922 (LJRO B / C / 1 2 , Lichfield St. Michael 's), the site being at the south-east 
corner of the church (fig. 1). In view of the archaeological threat posed by this development 
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and its associated service trenches, a faculty was obtained for a rescue excavation in advance 
of the building work. 

The area of excavation was, by agreement with the church architect, confined to the 
limits of the proposed building, less the area occupied by a concrete path on the northern 
side of the site. The area examined was 6.9 m east-west and 4.5 m north-south. As the 
development was postponed, the service trenches were not dug. 
THE EXCAVATION 

After the post-burial features had been examined (fig. 3), the site was excavated 
in quadrants for the recording of the grave-earth (fig. 2). The requirements of the building 
work made it necessary to step-in the edges of the excavation by between 0.7 m and 1.0 m. 
This constraint, along with the discovery of a large post-medieval drain F.13 on the western 
side of the site, made that half of the site too restricted to be viable for excavation. 
Therefore a trench was cut across the southern half of the site to obtain a complete 
profile (fig. 2) and an area excavated to natural in the northern half. 

The excavated sequence (Table 1, figs. 2, 3) 
The earliest feature on the site was a single undated post-pit F.36, containing a D-shaped 

post-pipe 0.15 m in radius. The pit was packed with large irregular sandstone fragments and 
the natural clays of the site. Obviously little can be said about a single post-pit; it may 
be representative of earlier Christian activity on the site, or, it could equally have had a 
secular origin. 

The post-pit was sealed by the burial sequence, which consisted of 49 complete or 
partial skeletons. With two exceptions (Skeleton 21 and 58), all of the burials were in the 
normal Christian manner. That is, they were extended inhumations with their heads to the 
west, so they could rise and face their Maker on the Day of Judgement (Rahtz, 1978). 
There were no datable finds from the graves which could be regarded as being in a primary 
deposit. 

Skeleton 21 

This adult skeleton was buried with its feet to the west, contrary to normal Christian 
practice. This can be indicative of the burial of a priest, who on the Day of Judgement 
would rise and face his flock. However, in this case, neither chalice nor paten were 
found, perhaps because the grave extended beyond the limit of excavation. In general the 
burial of priests with their heads to the east is a late phenomenon, not being known 
before the 16th century (Rahtz, 1978). Alternatively, east-west orientation can be the result 
of carelessness, as is suggested for the two examples found during the excavation of over one 
thousand graves in the cemetery of St. Helen-on-the-Walls, York (Dawes and Magilton, 
1979). There it is known that the cemetery ceased to exist after 1550, and therefore largely 
pre-dates the introduction of the reverse orientation of priest burials. 

Skeleton 58 

This was a crouched burial, orientated in the normal Christian manner but with its knees 
drawn tightly up under its chin, as if bound at the time of burial. Crouched burials are 
known from the Paeleolithic period onwards. In Christian contexts they are far more 
common in the Anglo-Saxon period than in the medieval. The crouched burial from a 
Cannington (Rahtz, 1977, 58) affords an example from an Anglo-Saxon period context. 
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Fig. 6 St. Mary's: plan and section of trial hole 
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Fig. 1 Wade Street: plan and profile of excavation trench ( M R H ) 
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The results from these excavations are summarized in fig. 1, the assemblage summary 
and stratigraphy diagram (held in archive). They will be briefly presented here (following the 
same period-scheme as for Theological College, see Chapter IV). 

MEDIEVAL STRUCTURES 

Period 3: 

There are no structures earlier than the 12th century (on pottery evidence) at Wade 
Street, but three sherds of Stafford Ware of perhaps pre-12th-century date have been 
recovered in later contexts in the NE of area B. 

Period 4-5: 
Intensive activity, mainly in the form of pit-digging, is attested in the 12th and 13th 

centuries (from ceramic evidence). A number of pit groups and medieval contexts may be 
identified: 

— remains of a layer (1145) sealing 2 post-holes (F29, F30) to the NE of area B, 
containing early-12th-century cooking pot and jug fragments. Similar layout to 
SW: 1108. 

— a large circular shaft (F31), 1.35 m in diameter and 2.95 m deep, dug through clay 
and sandstone, backfilled with wet sand, wood and charcoal, containing a group of 
cooking pot and jug sherds ranging from early 12th to early 13th century. It is 
interpreted as a failed well. 

— Similar pottery assemblages were recovered from two large (rubbish?) pits sectioned by 
trench A: F l 1/F12 and, the slightly later, F13/F36. 

— While rubbish was buried at the front end of tenements, the back may have been 
exploited for extracting clay which overlies the natural sandstone. This is the interpretation 
put upon two very large (c. 2.30 x 2.50 m and 1.70 x 3.20 m) irregular, shallow (1.15 
and 1.50 m deep) undercut pits (F28, F34) filled with garden soil and containing 
early-12th/early-13th-century cooking pot and jug sherds. 

— Last in our sequence of medieval structures, is hearth F27, overlying shaft F31 
and containing late-12th/early-13th-century pottery, incidentally, in similar position 
as the 17th/18th-century fireplace F4 at the back of house no . 18. 

— A number of other contexts can be ascribed to this period on stratigraphic grounds: 
contexts 1114, 1123, 1128 and perhaps F17 in section. 

Period 6-7: Later structures 
Nothing can illuminate the occupation of Wade Street between the 14th and 17th 

centuries, on the grounds of pottery. Only one sherd of 15th/16th-century Cistercian Ware 
(from scoop F33) belongs to this period. 

— A large number of post-holes, sockets and scoops (F2, F6, F7, F8 , F9, F10, F20, 
F26, F32, F37) may not be assigned to a specific period, but contain post-medieval 
material (tile, brick, clay-pipe, mortar , sandstone and modern pottery). 
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— A set of features can be related to property no . 18, which appears on the 18th and 19th-
century maps: F3 a N-S sandstone, internal (?) wall, fireplace F4 and its associated 
contexts abutting to the property brick back wall F14 and its outside drain F15. 

— While the street frontage is built up , a thick (0.75 m in section) garden soil 
develops at the back of the property, occasionally cut by late (Victorian) rubbish pits 
(F22, F24, F23, F16, F18) or builder 's waste pits (F21, F35). 

— Modern (20th century) disturbances (concrete drain, F l and F5) account for the 
last events at Wade Street. 

THE SUBSOIL 

Although it was expected to encounter a sandstone matrix under Wade Street properties, 
it was thought worthwhile to test the natural subsoil. Indeed a great variety of 'natural ' 
soils were encountered, in, roughly, this sequence: the pink sandstone bedrock (1117) is 
generally overlain by red clay (1116, 1125), itself mixed with or sealed by sand and 
gravel (1115, 1130, 1134, 1166). The sandstone bedrock dips markedly towards Wade Street, 
leaving clay and gravel to accumulate against its slope, perhaps during incidences of 
flooding. 

M A P EVIDENCE 

The area to be redeveloped appears on the following maps, used for defining the 
position of excavations: 

1610 (Speed): small (1 storey, timber-framed?) houses, with frontage onto Wade Street, 
garden/open land at back (Frog Lane). 

1781 (Snape): houses with frontage onto Wade Street, occupying generally, two tenement 
widths while gardens retain property boundaries at back as far as Frog Lane: 
orchards and vegetable gardens. Small passages lead into gardens from Street. 

1862 (Crompton): houses with frontage onto Wade Street, occupying two tenement widths 
while gardens at back retain property boundaries. Gardens are walled and have been 
halved in length—abutting large walled garden of property fronting onto Frog Lane 
malt-house. 

1884 (OS 1st edition 1 : 500): similar situation. 

1902 (OS 25 in. map) : identical to 1884 map . 
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INDEX TO ARCHIVE 

A. The Written Record 
(Site Code: LWS 77) 
(1) Index to the record; (2) 1 site note book; 
(3) 35 context cards, Area A; 13 feature cards, Area A; 
(4) 37 context cards, Area B; 24 feature cards, Area B; 
(5) 34 finds assemblage cards 
(6) List of small finds 
(7) List of feature/context concordances; (8) List of drawings. 

B. The Drawn record 
(1) 1 location plan 1 : 100; (2) 1 feature plan 1 : 20; 
(3) 3 section drawings 1 : 10 

C. The Photographic record 
(1) 19 black and white prints + negatives; (2) colour slides 
(3) Reduced print of section along area A (1 : 40) 

D . Analysis 
(1) Stratification diagram; (2) Medieval pottery typology 
(3) Assemblage summary 

E. Material recovered 
Pottery 
Building material (tile, brick, s/stone) 
Animal bone 
Metal, slag, clay-pipe, glass 
Small finds: 6 (5 metal objects, 1 bead) 
Charcoal, wood 

F. Material discarded 
Building material (tile, brick, plaster, mortar, s/stone) 
Charcoal, coal, wood 

The field records are held in archive at Stoke-on-Trent Museum. 
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VII MEDIEVAL L I C H F I E L D : A T O P O G R A P H I C A L REVIEW 
S. R. BASSETT 

The origins and growth of towns has been one of this century's most studied themes in 
medieval history, and our understanding of the subject has increased quite considerably 
in the last two decades as archaeologists have undertaken major excavations in many of the 
larger British medieval settlements. This infusion of fresh evidence has sufficiently 
reinvigorated a jaded debate for general essays on the nature of medieval urbanism, written 
by both historians and archaeologists, to appear in force for the first time since the 1930s 
(e.g. Biddle, 1976; Piatt , 1976; Reynolds, 1977). 

However, it is most unlikely that this recent rate of progress in urban studies can 
be sustained for much longer. The cost of archaeological excavation in towns continues 
a steep rise while its sources of finance diminish; and for many historians and 
archaeologists alike the chances of seeing their material through to final publication 
seem fairly slim. So it is essential that nothing should be overlooked which promises large 
amounts of new information about medieval settlements and urbanism, and which, more
over, has the advantage of needing rather less expenditure of time and money. 

There may in fact be one such approach which, despite some notable pioneering efforts 
(Conzen, 1960, 1968; Barley, 1975), has not received adequate attention. This is the study 
of settlement topography. Its value is that a great many of the towns of medieval 
Britain have evidence for their origins and development, and for the nature of their layout 
at all times, embodied in their plans. There are several sources for this evidence, of which 
the chief ones are usually maps and other pictorial depictions of a place at fixed points in the 
past, and, second, its present physical appearance. Much additional topographical data 
may come from written sources and from archaeological excavation; while both of these— 
particularly the latter—have provided valuable empirical proof for many propositions which 
were initially based on pure topographical logic. At both Winchester and York, for instance, 
some streets and property boundaries can be shown to have remained fixed in the townscape 
from the 9th-10th centuries to the present day (Biddle, 1976, 133 and passim; Webster 
and Cherry, 1977, 248-9). On a much smaller scale, excavations in Saffron Walden, 
Essex, located lost elements of the 13th-century borough 's planned layout which topo
graphical reasoning had predicted (Bassett, 1982); and measuring burgages on the ground in 
Stratford-upon-Avon showed their correspondence with the documented dimensions 
(Slater, 1981, 214). 

In the most general terms it seems that wherever a finite area of land, such as a 
medieval settlement, is subject to regular subdivision and internal rearrangement, then the 
form and alignment of each of its component elements (plots of land, buildings, streets, 
etc.) will to a large extent be determined by, or at least reflect, its physical relationship 
to the other elements. Often this will only be of local significance, but sometimes these 
relationships will mirror an important aspect of the whole area 's layout at one stage in its 
development. Most changes to this complex of physical relationships will have been slow 
and piecemeal, leaving enough of the earlier arrangements untouched for them to be 
easily re-created. On occasion, however, an extensive alteration may have been made, such 
as would happen with the addition to a town's plan of a castle, a second market-place, 
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or a new road on an eccentric course. Even then just enough of the previous layout may 
still be reflected in surrounding areas for its appearance to be reasonably suggested. 

Of course the extent to which a settlement's plan in (say) the last two centuries 
still retains sufficient evidence of its much earlier layout depends very much on the place's 
history. Fortunately the rate and scale of redevelopment to which we are accustomed 
today are recent phenomena in most places, so that , even where large parts of a historic 
townscape have been obliterated this century, one can expect to find a number of detailed, 
accurately surveyed maps to illustrate its former layout. Many of our medieval towns 
also underwent considerable 18th and 19th-century alterations and extensions. However, in 
marked contrast to the effects of modern urban redevelopment, these changes usually 
seem to have taken place within the existing framework of the town's plan (and that of its 
suburban fringe), or else to have extensively modified, but not obliterated, that framework, 
so that the earlier layout can still be reconstructed with care. 

In general it may be that the small towns, and the larger non-urban settlements, of 
Britain will provide at least as much new information about medieval urbanism 
as comes from great cities like London, York or Southampton (cf. Hilton, 1979). Far 
more of these have survived into the 19th and 20th centuries with their medieval plan 
virtually intact, and there is often better documentary evidence for their earlier history than 
is commonly realised. Also it is these smaller places where the rural hinterland, just as much 
as the town itself, is most likely to have escaped the obliterations resulting from 19th 
and 20th-century industrialization and rapid population growth. A medieval town cannot be 
adequately studied in isolation; and the symbiotic relationships it has with the agrarian 
society round about it may be just as clearly (if differently) expressed in terms of local 
topography as they are in the place's written records or archaeology. In many instances, 
of course, this topographical evidence is all that survives, or else all that can 
realistically be looked for from the place. 

The study of urban topography is clearly an important field of research in its own right. 
Its models may occasionally be rather flimsy or its conclusions superficial by comparison 
with the results of detailed documentary and archaeological research, but they have a 
far broader application through both time and space than any comparable expenditure on 
these other forms of study can produce. In addition, the overview they provide of a town's 
physical development can stimulate an awareness of context from which historians 
and excavators alike will benefit in their more specific work. 

So in this context it is particularly useful to study the topography of a place like 
Lichfield and its hinterland. ' The town itself is ideal. The basis of its plan is clearly 
still that of the new borough created in the mid 12th century by two successive bishops, and 
it retains a considerable number of its medieval buildings. It is depicted in a very useful series 
of maps which begins with Speed's of 1610, continues with two by John Snape of 1766 
and 1781 (plate VI) and an excellent set of Tithe maps of 1849-51, and ends with a 
regular succession of Ordnance Survey maps including a 1 : 500 plan surveyed in 1884. 

1. I am very grateful to the following for their assistance in the preparation of this paper: Dr. C. C. Dyer for 
his valuable criticism of a first draft, and Mr. M. O. H. Carver, Professor R. H. Hilton and Dr. R. N. 
Swanson for discussion of a number of points; Mrs. P. S. Bassett for her palaeographical assistance; the 
archivists and staff at Lichfield Joint Record Office; and Mr. J. Peart of the Birmingham University Dept. of 
Geography's map room. All opinions expressed here, however, and any errors are entirely mine. 
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VIII LICHFIELD FROM THE REFORMATION TO THE CIVIL WAR 

C. J. HARRISON 

The Reformation was a massive challenge to the power and authority of the Church, 
a challenge from which it never recovered. The break with Rome and the consequent 
changes in doctrine, the introduction of a vernacular Bible and later a vernacular liturgy, 
the dissolution of the monasteries and the friaries, the destruction of shrines and later of 
chantries (foundations established to pray for the souls of the dead), the ending of clerical 
celibacy, and the seizure of episcopal and capitular wealth, all attacked the autonomy 
and status of the Church. Where Church and State had been partners, each with its 
clearly defined sphere of influence, the Church was now reduced to a department 
of State and a subordinate one at that. Lay dominance over Church affairs was established 
once and for all. These events had a profound effect on the history of Lichfield. 

The city of Lichfield was the creation of the bishops; the Cathedral came first and 
then the city. Medieval Lichfield was merely one part of the Bishop's manor of Longdon. 
It had no charter of liberties and, theoretically, was institutionally dependent upon its 
mesne lord, the Bishop. Even its internal government was in the hands of a religious 
institution; the guild of St. Mary and St. John the Baptist which ran the city 'was clearly 
a religious guild unlike the merchant guild of Newcastle-under-Lyme'. 1 There were economic 
as well as these institutional links between the Church and the city. Firstly, and most 
importantly, the Cathedral was, right up to the Reformation, an important place of 
pilgrimage. According to Cromwell 's commissioners who visited Lichfield in December 
1535, the shrine of St. Chad was worth over £400 a year, a considerable sum at that time. 
The pilgrims who came to St. Chad 's would have brought wealth not only to the shrine 
but also to the townsmen who provided for their secular needs. Both the Bishop and 
the archdeacon of Stafford held their courts in the Cathedral as did the Dean and Chapter . 
Thus, in addition to pilgrims, there came to the Cathedral litigants, witnesses and lawyers, 
all of whom must have stimulated trade and services within the city. The Cathedral had a 
large establishment of resident clergy; the Vicars Choral to perform the Cathedral services 
and the chantry priests who served at the seventeen endowed altars established within the 
Cathedral itself. The priests must have provided further economic opportunities for the 
people of the city. 

How and why did things change? Let us look first at the Bishop, for he was the key 
to many fundamental changes in Lichfield. Bishop Rowland Lee (1534-43) saw the first 
major inroads into the wealth and status of the diocese. In 1539 the Coventry Priory "was 
suppressed. 2 Two years later there was a worse blow to the diocese with the loss of the 
archdeaconry of Chester to the newly formed diocese of Chester . 3 Thus, when Bishop Lee 
died in 1543 he left a much weakened diocese; his successor, Richard Sampson (1543-54), 

1. H. Thorpe, 'Lichfield: a study of its growth and function'. Staffordshire Historical Collections (hereafter 
SHC) 1950/51 (1954), 171: SHC 1915 (1916), 171. 

2. Victoria County History, Staffs, iii (1970), 43. 
3. Ibid. 
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fared even worse. Sampson sided with the conservative faction on the Privy Council led by 
Bishop Gardiner and fell from favour with Gardiner in 1546. As a result he was forced 
to surrender a major portion of his estate to the Crown which regranted it to the most 
powerful minister of the day, Sir William Paget. The livings the Bishop received in 
exchange were no compensation for the lands lost. The result of this enforced transfer was 
that the Bishop and his successors were left impoverished and a powerful lay influence, 
namely, the Pagets, was introduced into the life of the city. 4 

There were other changes in both the Close and the city as a result of the Reformation. 
The shrine of St. Chad ' s was destroyed and Lichfield ceased to be a place of pilgrimage, 
to the spiritual detriment of the diocese and the economic loss of the city. (The desire to seek 
spiritual restoration through a journey of intent remains. The tourist who visits stately 
home, country house, or, even, a Heritage Centre, is the secular heir of his medieval cousin, 
the pilgrim.) In 1538 the Lichfield house of Franciscans was closed. The Friary was of 
particular practical significance to the city for it was from its gates that piped water, from the 
Aldershaw springs, was supplied. The city took over the management of this supply of fresh 
water and the Lichfield Conduit Lands Trust was to be an important civic institution for 
centuries to come. 5 

The most important change to occur as a result of the Reformation took place in 1548. 
Legislation in Parliament led to the dissolution of all chantries and religious guilds and the 
seizure of their lands and property to the use of the Crown. This led not only to the 
destruction of the numerous chantries in the Cathedral and the city churches but also to the 
suppression of the guild of St. Mary and St. John the Baptist which had governed the 
city up to that time. If civic anarchy was not to ensue new arrangements were needed. 
The city was fortunate to have at this time a powerful friend in high places, Sir William 
Paget, who had bought the Bishop's lands in 1546, had orchestrated the seizure of power 
by Somerset on the king's death in 1547, and in 1548 was still a favoured minister of 
the Crown. I have little doubt that it was he who facilitated the city's request for a charter 
which was granted in July 1548. This established two bailiffs, to be elected annually, and 
twenty-four other burgesses to form a corporation for the government of the city. (Con
tinuity with the old civic government was ensured by the appointment as burgesses of 
twelve men who had previously served as Masters of the Guild.) The corporation was 
granted its own court, the right to have a prison, and the right to own property. The bailiffs 
were made Justices of the Peace, their jurisdiction being restricted to the city limits. There 
still remained a problem with the Bishop who, despite the charter, seems to have retained 
certain residual rights over the city. These rights along with certain property he surrendered 
to the city in October of that year in return for an annual payment of £50 and with this 
act the city gained full independence. 6 

The city's new found status was confirmed when it started to return its own members 
to Parliament; once again this was, no doubt , as a result of Paget 's patronage. It is not 

4. S. R. Gammon, Statesman and Schemer. . . (1973). 
5. P. Laithwaite, The History ofthe Lichfield Conduit Lands Trust (Lichfield 1947). 
6. Calendar of Patent Rolls, Edward VI, i, 386-7; Thos. Harwood, History of . . . Lichfield (Gloucester, 

1806). p. 336. 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



124 LICHFIELD FROM THE REFORMATION TO THE CIVIL WAR 

exactly certain when it first sent members to Westminster but it was probably in the same 
year as incorporation, 1548. The first members were William Layton who died and was 
replaced by Alexander Walker, and Edmund Twynyho who, significantly, was Paget 's 
senior official in Staffordshire. 7 

When Northumberland conspired to prevent Mary Tudor ' s accession by placing Lady 
Jane Grey on the throne, it would appear that the city of Lichfield remained loyal to the 
House of Tudor , for in December 1553 Queen Mary confirmed the city's charter of 1548 
and granted further privileges in a second charter 'on account of the service rendered to the 
queen by the bailiffs, burgesses and citizens of the . . . city in the time of the rebellion'. 
(What that service was we do not know. It may be as relevant to the granting of this second 
charter that Paget, that wiliest of mid-Tudor politicians, had survived Northumberland 's 
coup and been given a place on the new Queen's Privy Council where he was ideally placed to 
advance the interests of his adopted city.) The city was given county status, freeing it from 
subordination to the shire of Stafford. It was given its own sheriff, to be elected annually 
from amongst the burgesses, and its own coroner, recorder and escheator. And, as far as I 
can see, it gained not only its own Quarter Sessions but also its own Assizes. Furthermore, its 
citizens were relieved of the obligation to serve on juries outside of the city, no small 
concession given the number of juries impannelled at Stafford during meetings of the 
Assizes and Quarter Sessions. 8 

Thus, in six brief years Lichfield changed from being dependent on the Bishop and 
subordinate to the county town to being an independent county with its own corporation 
and courts and its own representatives at Westminster. And, in my opinion, it is unlikely that 
this would have come about but for the Reformation. If the Bishop had not lost wealth and 
status, if Paget had not gained the Bishop's lands and with them an interest in the city, if the 
chantries and guilds had not been suppressed then it is unlikely that the city would have 
gained its independence at that time. (This was a curious if not untypical side-effect 
of the English Reformation and may, in part, explain why townsmen tended to favour the 
reformed religion.) But there was, of course, a price to be paid. It is difficult to see what 
spiritual function an English cathedral had after the Reformation save as a centre for the 
dissemination of the new doctrine. But Lichfield was situated a distance from the major 
centres of population, was not itself a major market and, therefore, did not attract large 
numbers. (The situation seems to be much the same today.) And, anyway, the Cathedral 
was mainly serviced by conservative clergy who were unlikely to have seen their role as 
teaching and preaching the new doctrine. There were still the (much disliked) church courts 
but save as a defendant, litigant, or witness I can see little reason for mid-Tudor man to 
visit his cathedral. (If the later medieval cathedral establishment, which had a spiritual 
function however inadequately discharged, is to be seen as a corrupt sinecure then how much 
more so that of the reformed church. Such a view no doubt underlay many of the Puritan 
attacks upon the episcopacy.) The practical effect of this change in worship was that fewer 
men and women came to the Cathedral to worship and, therefore, to the city to spend. 
It is not possibly to quantify the economic effects of this change but they undoubtedly 
contributed towards the city's difficulties later in the century. 

7. SHC 1917-8 (1919), 321, 327. 
8. Calendar of Patent Rolls, Mary, i, 50-3. 
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PROGRAMME 1980-81 
1980 
17 May Visit to excavations at Wall. Leaders: Jim Gould, M . A . , F . S . A . , Frank and 

Nancy Ball. 
14 June Excursion to Ludlow. Leader: David Lloyd, M . A . , M.Ed. 
5 July Excursion to Lapley, Church Eaton, Gnosall churches, Stafford Castle 

and deserted medieval village (Charles Hill, B . A . ) . Leader: Jim Gould, 
M . A . , F . S . A . 

3 Oct. (L) Annual General Meeting. 
History and archaeology of gardens (Part 2) — Jim Gould, M . A . , F . S . A . 

31 Oct. (T) Archaeology of Shropshire — Alan Tyler, B . A . 
7 Nov. (L) Christianity in Roman Britain to A .D. 500 — Prof. Charles Thomas , 

M . A . , F . S . A . , M . I . R . A . 

28 Nov. (T) Archaeology in Warwickshire — Helen Maclagan, M . A . 
5 Dec. (L) Sources for South Staffordshire history in the County Record Office — 

F. B. Stitt, B . A . , B.Litt., F.R.Hist.Soc. 

12 Dec. Central Methodist Church, Tamworth. 
Recent archaeology and building conservation in Telford New Town — 
Ursula Rayska, M . A . 

1981 
9 Jan . (L) Sheldon Parish Chest — Dr. D. W. Young, M . B . , M . R . C . P . 

23 Jan. (T) Aulnot (France) and the first Iron Age towns in temperate Europe — John 
R. Collis, M . A . , P h . D . , F . S . A . 

6 Feb. (L) Sutton Hoo Burial — Jim Gould, M . A . , F . S . A . 

20 Feb. (T) Burton Abbey on the eve of the Dissolution — D. G. Stuart, M . A . 
6 March Civic Evening, Arts Centre, Lichfield. 

Solo across the Sahara — S. Avery. 
20 March (T) The history and architecture of Sudbury Hall (Derbyshire) — Mrs. Judith 

Rhodes. 
(L) Lichfield Library (T) Tamworth Castle 

EXCAVATIONS 
WALL Excavations continued on the Roman 'villa' site at week-ends. 

A rescue excavation was also started on a small triangular site at the 
west end of Wall village, where Lichfield District Council propose to build 
bungalows. 
Both excavations are being carried out on behalf of the Department of the 
Environment, under the direction of Frank and Nancy Ball. 
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PLATE VII. 

John Hill's 1638 plan of the site of the Franciscan Friary and its adjacent lands (Reproduced from Harwood, 1806) 
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PLATE VIII 

Rear view of properties fronting the south-west side of Lichfield market-place. (The course of the 
common back boundary ditch midway between Market St. and Bore St. is fossilized in the building 
lines. The right-hand building has encroached over it at second-storey level.) 
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